DimOCE  TRIANGLE  HISTORIC  NEIGHBORHOOD 

HOUSE  TOUR 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  20,  2002  • NOON  TO  5 PM 
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www.victorianalliance.org 
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THEVICMANALUANCE 


824  GROVE  STREET 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  C A 94 1 1 7- 1 7 1 2 

(415)  824-2666 


President's  Welcome 

elcome  to  the  Victorian  Alliance  2002  House  Tour.  We 
thank  you  for  your  support.  Because  of  your  generous 
patronage,  we  are  able  to  continue  our  preservation  ef- 
forts. This  year,  for  example,  we  have  donated  funds  to 
the  Friends  of  Webster  Street  Historic  District  in  support  of  their  efforts  to  pre- 
serve the  residential  quality  of  their  neighborhood;  to  St.  Matthew’s  Lutheran 
Church  for  the  restoration  of  their  historic  stained  glass  windows;  and  to  the 
Victorian  Preservation  Center  of  Oakland  for  their  conservation  of  the  Ellin- 
wood  Collection  of  antique  textiles. 


The  Duboce  Triangle  Historic  Neighborhood  remains  a very  attractive  residen- 
tial community.  Today,  much  of  the  housing  consists  of  flats  and  apartments 
within  a beautiful  park-like  setting,  especially  along  Noe  and  Sanchez  Streets. 
Public  transportation  is  far  better  today  than  when  the  steam  trains  ran  up 
Market  to  Castro  Street  in  the  late  1800s.  Early  on,  the  neighborhood  resi- 
dents were  mostly  Scandinavians,  who  built  two  prominent  structures  still 
standing  today;  the  Swedish  American  Hall  on  Market  Street  near  Sanchez  and 
the  St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church  on  Church  Street  - the  last  stop  on  our  tour, 
where  we  invite  you  to  enjoy  some  light  refreshments  with  us  as  well  as  visit 
our  Gift  Shop.  We  wish  you  a happy  afternoon. 


Mike  Hammond,  President 
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VANGUARD  PROPERTIES 


Your  NeiglitorliooJ  Housing  Specialist 

Kilhy  Stenkamp 

416.265.6626 


Vanguard  Properties,  800  Haignt  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 

94117 

www.vanguarJsf.com 
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Serving  San  Francisco  for  1 1 years, 
Modamas  Fine  Painting  is  pleased  to  support  the 

2002  Victorian  Alliance  House  Tour 


Explore  our  website  I 

www.modamas.com 

*Portfolio  of  work  | 

*Finding  the  right  contractor  ® ^ 
*Handling  Lead  paint 
*Informative  painting  related  links 


Fine  Painting 

Ca  Lie.  #629936 


For  the  best  in: 

Interiors,  Exteriors,  & Waterproofing 
Call  (415)  885-4326  for  your  free  estimate. 

Member  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau  Honor  Roll 


SCOTT  COLOMBO  DESIGNS 


Designers  of  Elegant  Residential  Gardens 

Purveyors  of  Unique  and  Distinctive 
Ornamentation  and  Antiquities 
for  the  Garden 


2188 ’''-  Sutter  Street  (at  Pierce) 
(^5)  346-6002 

11:00am  to  6:00pm  Wednesday  through  Saturday 
as  by  Appointment 


Ferrigno 

Real  Estate 


Sort  through 
140  years 
of  architecture. 

(We  know  just 
where  to  look.) 


• 40  years  of  combined  experience  in  San  Francisco  real  estate  • 

• Singularly  committed  to  the  goals  and  needs  of  our  clients  * 

• Discriminating  eye  for  quality,  artistry  and  craftsmanship  • 
Dedicated  to  the  preservation  of  San  Francisco’s  architectural  heritage 


Real  Estate 
Investment 

1010  Dolores  Street 
San  Francisco 
California  94110 


Victorian  Alliance 
Of  San  Francisco 


CRUISES 

Coastal-From  San  Francisco 

5-night  cruise  from  ^539  pp. 
5/6/03:  San  Francisco  to  Vancouver 

AAexico-From  San  Francisco 

7-night  cruise  from  ^899  pp. 
9/28/03:  Round-trip  from  San  Francisco 

Mexican  Riviera-From  SF 

11-night  cruise  from  ^1,219  pp. 
11/05/03:  Round-trip  from  San  Francisco 

Panama  Canal 

15-night  cruise  from  ^1,899  pp. 
4/23/03:  Ft.  Lauderdale  to  San  Francisco 

Tahiti  2003 

10-night  cruise  from  ^799  pp. 
Tahitian  Princess  (formerly  Renaissance  R4) 
Weekly  from  1/03/03 
Round-trip  from  Papeete  (Tahiti) 


HOUDAY  CRUISES 

Mexican  Riviera 

Star  Princess  (New  Years) 
7-night  cruise  from  ^T230  pp. 
12/28/02:  Round-trip  from  Los  Angeles 

Sun  Princess  (New  Years) 
10-night  cruise  from  ^1,499  pp. 
12/26/02:  Round-trip  from  Los  Angeles 

Hawaii 

Statendam  (Christmas  & New  Years) 
15-night  cruise  from  ^3,350  pp. 
12/20/02:  Round-trip  from  San  Diego 

CALL  FOR  OTHER  DESTINAnONS 

All  prices  are  per  person  and  based  on  double  occupancy  and 
availability.  Based  on  selected  departure  dates.  Port  charges 
i included.  Government  taxes  additional.  Optional  air  add-on 
_ available.  Subject  to  change  without  notice. 


jCRuim 

'^HOLWmf 

Division  of  Prestige  World  Travel 
Cruises  & Land  Tours 


For  reservations,  more  information  or  a complimentary  brochure,  please  call 

(415)  550-1899  or  (800)  395-SHIP  (7447) 

1299  Church  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94114 

Website:  www.disfo.com  email:  irifo@chsfo.com 


CST#100079940 
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Defining  the  Neighborhood: 
>Access  Spurred  Development 


The  Duboce  Triangle  area,  which  hosts  today’s  Victorian  Alliance  house  tour,  was 
the  remote  and  largely  undeveloped  northwest  corner  of  the  Mission  District  until 
1880.  The  area  enjoyed  sunny  weather,  sheltered  from  ocean  fog  by  Buena 
Vista  Heights,  and  there  was  ample  ground  water  for  residential  use  into  the 
early  twentieth  century.  Though  within  three  miles  of  East  Street,  now  the  Embar- 
cadero,  property  values  remained  low  enough  to  attract  adventurous  craftspeo- 
ple, ambitious  immigrants,  and  transplanted  easterners  with  growing  families. 
The  amazing  diversity  of  the  area's  early  population  is  reflected  in  the  biographi- 
cal information  found  in  the  brief  descriptions  of  the  homes  on  today's  tour. 

On  April  24,  1880  the  scrub-covered  slopes  became  more  attractive  for  develop- 
ment when  the  Market  Street  Railway  began  operating  a shuttle  service  be- 
tween Market  and  Castro  and  Market  and  Valencia.  Passengers  were  accommo- 
dated in  trailer  coaches  drawn  by  "steam  dummy"  locomotives  built  by  Baldwin 
with  upper-works  styled  after  omnibuses  to  avoid  frightening  horses.  At  Valencia 
passengers  transferred  to  a horse  car  route  established  in  1860  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  ride  downtown. 

Commuting  downtown  became  less  burdensome  on  August  22,  1883  when  cable 
car  service  began  on  Market  between  East  and  Valencia.  In  1887  the  two 
steam  dummies  and  their  trailers  were  temporarily  replaced  by  horse-drawn  om- 
nibuses, clearing  the  way  for  costly  regrading  and  trenching  of  Market  Street.  Ca- 
ble troughs  and  new  track  were  laid  west  from  Valencia  to  Castro,  and  south 
along  Castro  to  26th  Street.  On  July  2,  1888  it  became  possible  to  Journey  down- 
town with  a single  cable  car  ride,  and  this  neighborhood  was  "on  the  map.” 

In  1895,  opening  of  the  Market  Street  Railway's  cross-town  Fillmore  Street  elec- 
tric line  linked  this  area  to  Pacific  Heights  and  Cow  Hollow  to  the  north,  and  to 
the  central  Mission  District. 

Opening  of  the  Twin  Peaks  Tunnel  on  February  3,  1918,  though  intended  to  per- 
mit development  of  the  western  fringe  of  the  city,  ensured  frequent  street  rail- 
way service  along  Market.  Inauguration  of  trolley  service  through  the  Sunset  Tun- 
nel on  October  21,  1928  brought  direct  rail  service  to  the  north  side  of  the 
area.  Finally,  on  April  5,  1941,  a motor  coach  route  was  established  along  Castro 
and  Divisadero,  bringing  frequent  public  transport  to  the  western  margin 
of  today's  Duboce  T ria  ngle. 
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288  Noe  St.  at  Market 
431-7210 


Discount  Supplies  for  All  Companion  Animals 

Featuring: 

OUFORNIA 


Dog  A cotfbod  wellnes 
Delivery  Service  Available 

Open  7 Days  All  Major  Credit  Cards  & ATM  Accepted 

Health 'Wizc  for  Pets  157  Fillmore  (%  VVallci 


415-552-0233 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

• Design  • Installation 
I • Maintenance  • Renovation  I 

• Decorative  fixtures  and  furniture  | 


4226  21st  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415  821-3760 
415  821-3779(fax) 
www.jmoyerlandscaping.com 
info@jmoyerlandscaping.com  (e-mail) 


; Landscape  Contractor  1 ,iccnsc  725050  Pest  Control  License  2 1 AOft 

.-3^ 


L.L.  Green 

Tree  Care  Service 
“A  Cut  Above  the  Best” 


(415)  731-8180 


Greg  ljukoski 
Owner  - Operator 


SchweD 


I CONSTRUCTION,  IN^ 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 


Alex  Schwed 

General  Contractor 
State  Lie.  No.  579875 


P.O.  Box  460322 
San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
(415)  285-2160 
Fax  (415)  285-1639 
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Defining  the  Neighborhood: 

Whence  the  name? 

Colonel  Victor  D.  Duboce,  1st  California  Regiment,  United  States  Volunteers,  a hero 
of  the  battle  of  Manila,  was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  upon  his  return 
home  to  San  Francisco.  Duboce  died  while  in  office  on  August  15,  1900  and  was 
buried  in  the  National  Cemetery  at  the  Presidio.  By  resolution  #983  in  1903  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  directed  that  13th  Street  from  West  Mission  to  Buena  Vista 
Avenue  be  renamed  Duboce  Avenue. 

The  term  Duboce  Triangle  is  of  very  recent  origin.  Census  Tract  169  of  the  1970 
Federal  Census  was  the  area  bounded  by  Market,  Duboce,  and  Castro  Streets.  This 
was  home  to  3,846  people  living  in  1,688  dwelling  units,  but  only  250  were  owner 
occupied.  As  an  alternative  to  destructive  redevelopment,  this  area  was  targeted  for 
Federally  Assisted  Code  Enforcement,  or  FACE.  In  concept,  decay  would  be  arrested 
or  reversed  by  more  rigorous  enforcement  of  existing  building  codes.  Federal  fund- 
ing was  provided  for  increased  enforcement,  and  federal  loans  were  available  at  3% 
interest  to  remedy  deficiencies. 

FACE  was  controversial  at  the  time,  but  the  loans  made  from  1971  through  1975 
certainly  extended  the  economic  life  of  many  of  the  fascinating  buildings  seen  in 
the  area  today.  FACE  also  financed  under-grounding  of  utility  lines,  street  tree  plant- 
ing, and  redesign  of  Noe  and  Sanchez  streets  to  create  the  diagonal  parking  and 
sidewalk  plazas.  These  amenities  quickly  distinguished  this  area  from  the  rest  of 
Eureka  Valley  and  the  Mission  District. 

Concern  about  FACE  and  the  impending  changes  also  brought  about  the  merger  of 
two  community  groups,  the  Noe-Flenry  United  Community  Association  and  the  Castro 
Property  Owners,  into  today's  Duboce  Triangle  Neighborhood  Association  (DTNA). 
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Gofer  Unlimited 


\fonr  Resource  Sj>ectalist 
and  Personal  Shopper, 

ni  locate  hardware,  fiKiures 
and  architectural  detail  for 
all  your  residential  and 
"commercial  needs,  r 


Large  or  small  - 
I can  find  it  for  you. 
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Kit  Haskell  Gingerbread 


!:U 


House  renderings  on  personalized  note  | 

cards,  Christmas  cards,  and  letterheads,  | 

Decorative  Paint  Finishes  and  Murals  I 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦  I 

A 

Wallpaper,  Lincrusta,  | 

and  Anaglypta  Installed  I 

(415)673-4116  J 


Horticultural  Consultant 
Certified  Arborist 

♦ Hazardous  tree  evaluation  and  pruning  recommen- 
dations 

♦ Tree  and  landscape  preservation  during  construction 

♦ Expert  witness 

♦ Sidewalk  solutions  for  root  problems 

♦ Pest  & disease  diagnosis 

♦ Landscape  design  recommendations 

♦ State-of-the-art  diagnostic  tools 

Roy  C.  Leggitt,  III 
3109  Sacramento  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94115 

(415)  921-3610  office 

(415)  606-3610  cell  + voice  mail 

RCL3@mindspring.com 


California  Pacific 
Medical  Center 

A Sutter  Health  Affiliate 


(jOt'  CUAy-CUL^f 

Your  community  hospital  and  neighbor. 

Call  or  visit  when  you  need  us. 

Emergency  Room  600—0600 
Physician  Referral  (888)  637—2762 
Hospital  Operator  600-6000 


Davies  Campus,  Castro  & Duboce,  San  Francisco 

California  Campus,  3700  California  Street  • Pacific  Campus,  2333  Buchanan  Street 

Community  Based,  Not  For  Profit 


SO 

On  behalf  of  the  residents  of  the 

Duboce  Triangle,  the  Duboce  Triangle 
Neighborhood  Association  welcomes  the 
Victorian  Alliance  to  our  neighborhood 
and  congratulates  them  on  their  30th  tour 
of  San  Francisco’s  treasured  Victorians. 

c« 


Get  Involved  in 
Your  Neighborhood 

The  Duboce  Triangle  Neighborhood  Association  is  a volunteer, 
non-profit  organization.  It  is  through  the  combined  efforts  of  Triangle 
residents  that  this  neighborhood  continues  to  be  a great  place  to  live.  Get 
involved,  come  to  a meeting,  clean-up  your  street  and  join  as  a DTNA  member! 

Join  The  Duboce  Triangle  Neighborhood  Association  (DTNA) 

All  dues  and  contributions  are  tax  deductible  and  help  support  the  efforts  and  activities  of  the 
DTNA  including  the  printing  of  this  newsletter.  Please  complete  this  form  and  return  with  check 
payable  to  the  Duboce  Triangle  Neighborhood  Association,  132  Noe  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14. 


□ Low  Income  $0-$  10  □ Regular  $15  □ Patron  $25  O Benefactor  $50  O Angel  $100  □ Leader  $500 

Name 

Address CY/ST/Zip 

Phone e-mail 

U If  you  are  having  trouble  receiving  your  newsletter,  please  check  here  and  we’ll  mail  it  to  members  upon  request. 


4072  - 18TH  STREET,  3RD.  FLOOR 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94114 
(415)  864-3663  • FAX:  (4 1 5)  864-6504 


For  your  real  estate  solutions  visit  us  at 
www.SFProperty.com 
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150  Castro  Street 

The  John  Collins  Cottage 


Historical  Context 

This  Stick  Style  one-floor  cottage  with  a square  bay 
window  was  constructed  in  1886  for  John  Collins.  The 
water  hookup  date  was  December  2,  1886,  and  the 
residence  only  had  a single  washbasin,  bath,  and  wa- 
ter closet. 

John  Collins,  of  Irish  parents,  was  born  in  1862  in 
Louisiana  and  was  a porter  with  Seligman,  Hoffman  & 

Bloom,  importers  of  fancy  goods  and  Yankee  notions, 
etc.,  located  at  17-19  Battery  Street.  When  he  moved 
into  his  residence,  the  address  was  126  Castro 
Street,  and  his  family  included  his  wife  Sarah,  born  in 
California  in  1864,  also  of  Irish  descent,  and  a daugh- 
ter, Catherine,  who  was  only  about  one  year  old.  In 
this  small  residence  the  Collins  family  included  an  ad- 
ditional four  children,  two  boys  and  two  girls. 

When  this  house  was  built,  the  nearest  public  trans- 
portation was  at  Market  and  Valencia  streets.  The 
family  must  have  been  very  energetic,  as  there  is  no 
evidence  of  a stable  on  the  property. 

Horticultural  Highlights 

The  southern  magnolia  (Magnolia  grandiflora)  street  tree  at  the  front  of  this  house  is  part  of  a full 
block  of  these  beautiful  trees.  Two  purple-leaf  plums  (Prunus  cerasifera  ‘Atropurpurea’)  flank  the 
entry  stairs. 

The  rear  yard  has  three  large  trees  along  the  north  fence  line  without  loss  of  sunlight  for  the  rest  of 
the  garden.  This  allows  beautiful  lawns  and  flowering  plants  to  thrive. 

The  first  tree  encountered  is  a very  large  avocado  (Persea  americana)  with  surrounding  plantings 
that  include  Japanese  Aucuba  (Aucuba  japonica),  rabbit’s-foot  fern  (Polypodium  aureum),  Austra- 
lian tree  fern  (Cyathea  cooped),  and  green  spider  plant  (Chlorophytum  comosum). 

The  center  of  the  yard  has  a large  incense  cedar  (Calocedrus  decurrens)  with  plantings  that  in- 
clude a hedge  of  Japanese  boxwood  (Buxus  microphylla  Japonica)  surrounding  many  flowers  that 
include  foxglove  (Digitalis  purpurea)  and  columbine  (Aquilegia  longissima).  Nearby  you  will  find 
other  plants  such  as  mirror  plant  (Coprosma  repens)  and  jade  plant  (Crassula  argentea).  The 
south  border  of  this  lower  garden  has  mock  orange  (Pittosporum  tobira),  mother  fern  (Asplenium 
bulbiferum),  wild  lilac  (Ceanothus  c.v.),  princess  flower,  winter’s  bark  (Drimys  winteri),  and  lily-of- 
the-Nile  (Agapanthus  orientalis). 

As  you  follow  the  brick  path  to  the  upper  garden,  notice  the  bird  bath  surrounded  by  Hebe  spp., 
mother  fern,  lilac  (Syringa  vulgaris),  and  princess  flower.  Relax  on  the  garden  bench  below  the  lo- 
quattree  (Eriobotrya  Japonica)  with  nearby  plantings  of  mock  orange,  calla  lilies  (Zantedeschia 
aethiopica).  Rhododendron  spp.,  and  Bougainvillea.  Notice  the  plantings  across  the  upper  lawn 
that  are  a Japanese  maple  (Acer pal matum  c.v.),  corkscrew  willow  (Salix  matsudana  Tortuosa’), 
and  I ily-of-th e-Nile. 


ISO 
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BRADBURY  & BRADBURY 

Printed  ART  WALLPAPER 

EO.  Box  155,  Benicia,  Ca  .94510 
(707)  746-1900  bradbury.com 

Available  by  Mail  Order 


PAUL  DUCHSCHERER 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 
HISTORIAN 


303-A  ROOSEVELT  WAY  - SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94114-1433 
TELEPHONE:  (415)  861-6256  - FAX  (415)  436-9220 
E-MAIL:  pduchscherer@earthllnk.net 


415-762-9366 

Agents@cityrealtors.com 

www.cityrealtors.com 


HERTH 


REAL  ESTATE 


Koefoed  Construction 


Specialists  in: 


Reinodcling 
Victorian  Restoration 
Foundations 
Seismic  Upgrades 


References  Available 
Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1980 


415-491-4294 
Doug  Koefoed  Lie  #672587^ 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
VICTORIANA,  INC. 

♦ ARCHITECTURAL  MOLDINGS  ♦ 
CASTINGS  ♦ EMBOSSED  WALLCOVERINGS 


2070  NEWCOMB  AVE.  ♦ SF,  CA  94124  ♦ 415  / 648-0313 


TILE  SOURCE  INC. 

Ceramic  Tile 

David  Malkin 

Ptione;  770-993-6602 

Fax:  77CF993-0i  24  203  Mil!  Pond  Rood 

Cell:  678-283-2516  Roswefl.  Georgia  30)76 

Email:  djmalk@aol.com 
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166  Castro  Street 

The  Ellen  Levey  Flats 


Historical  Context 


Although  appearing  older,  these  flats  were  built  in 
1893  for  Ellen  Levey  as  two  rental  units.  Ellen  Levey 
was  born  in  Ireland  in  1841  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1860.  She  married  Loring  J.  Levey, 
a native  of  Maine  and  carpenter  by  trade. 

In  1884  a fifty-foot  lot  was  purchased  for  $1800, 
and  Mr.  Levey  erected  an  Italianate  residence  for  his 
wife  and  himself  just  to  the  north,  today  160  Castro 
Street. 

Loring  J.  Levey  constructed  this  building  as  an  in- 
come property  in  1893.  Originally  a two-floor,  two- 
flat  building,  the  initial  address  was  132-132A  Cas- 
tro Street  with  a water  hookup  date  of  September 
28,  1893.  The  appearance  of  the  building  is  of  late 
Italianate  complete  with  a bay  window,  yet  the  fa- 
cade is  filled  with  varied  wooden  block  ornamenta- 
tion and  shingles,  giving  notice  of  the  later  date  of 
construction. 

Residents  of  132  Castro  Street  in  1900  were  George 
H.  Martin,  a newspaper  clerk,  his  wife  Myra,  and  a 
son  and  daughter,  along  with  his  wife’s  mother.  The 

other  flat,  132A  Castro  Street  ,was  occupied  by  Daniel  A.  Stivers,  a customs  inspector,  his  wife 
Eulagene,  and  their  two  sons.  166  Castro  Street  is  now  a single-family  residence. 


Horticultural  Highlights 

The  street  tree  in  front  of  this  house  is  one  of  a matched  planting  of  southern  Magnolia  {Magnolia 
grandiflora)  that  lines  this  block.  Surrounding  the  tree  are  plantings  of  rock  Cotoneaster 
{Cotoneaster  horizontalls),  dwarf  pink  Oleander  {Nerium  oleander  c.v.),  and  lily-of-the-Nile 
{Agapanthus  orientalls).  A fragrant  planting  of  star  Jasmine  {Trachelospernnum  jasminoldes)  cov- 
ers the  lath  fence  at  the  right  of  the  driveway. 

As  you  step  out  from  the  kitchen  onto  the  upper  deck,  a variety  of  pots  contain  useful  herbs. 

Dahlia  cultivars,  miniature  roses,  tomatoes,  and  hybrid  tea  roses.  Traveling  down  the  winding 
staircase,  you  will  share  the  railing  with  an  entwined  V\/isterla. 

The  garden  has  a terrace  paved  with  stones  and  features  an  enticing  park  bench  near  a trickling 
fountain.  Surrounding  the  terrace  are  a wide  variety  of  plants  that  include  a lemon  tree.  Bougain- 
villea, Canna  lilies,  calla  lilies  {Zantedeschia  aethiopica),  Camellia  sasanqua,  Camellia  Japonica, 
basket  asparagus  {Asparagus  crispus),  Boston  fern  {Nephrolepis  exaltata  ‘Bostoniensis’),  star  Jas- 
mine {Trachelospermum  Jasminoldes),  flowering  maple  {Abutilon  hybridum).  Hydrangea  spp.,  Tas- 
manian tree  fern  {Dicksonia  antarctica),  hybrid  tea  roses,  and  a carpet  of  baby’s  tears  {Soleirolia 
sol  el  roll  I). 

As  you  approach  the  stairs  toward  the  lower  unit,  take  note  of  the  angel’s  trumpet  {Brugmansia 
Candida),  growing  from  the  neighbor’s  yard. 
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245  Castro  Street 

Horticultural  Highlights 

Four  southern  magnolia  {Magnolia  grandiflora)  surround  this  corner  house  where  they  are 
planted  as  street  trees.  At  the  base  of  each  are  plantings  of  fortnight  lily  {Dietes  vegeta). 

A raised  planter  against  the  house  on  Beaver  Street  holds  a row  of  small  trees  including  Wash- 
ington thorn  {Crataegus  phaenopyrum),  purple  hopseed  bush  {Dodonea  viscose  ‘Purpurea’),  and 
Olive  (Olea  europaea).  Shrubbery  includes  dwarf  coyote  bush  {Baccharis  pilularis),  rosemary 
{Rosmarinus  officinalis),  sage  {Salvia),  English  lavender  {Lavandula  angustifolia),  French  laven- 
der {Lavandula  dentata),  and  red-leaf  Japanese  barberry  {Berberis  thunbergii  ‘Atropurpurea’). 

The  entry  gate  to  the  front  garden  is  flanked  by  two  Camellia  sasanqua  in  large  pots.  At  the 
base  of  the  stairs  are  two  cast  iron  urns  holding  yellow  rose  standards.  An  abundance  of  plants 
fill  this  small  space.  You  will  see  flowering  maple  {Abutilon  hybridum)  in  two  colors,  young  straw- 
berry trees  {Arbutus  unedo),  Japanese  boxwood  {Buxus  microphylla  japonica),  mondo  grass 
{Ophiopogon  Japonicus),  Japanese  maple  {Acer  palmatum),  and  Sarcococca  confusa. 

A large  red  flowering  gum  {Eucalyptus  ficifolia)  dominates  the  rear  yard  and  is  enjoyed  by  those 
on  Beaver  Street.  Plantings  include  a diverse  collection  of  roses  and  Fuschia.  Other  touches  in- 
clude two  dwarf  kumquat  standards  in  containers  by  the  stairway  and  the  nearby  showy  splash 
of  violet  purple  flowers  from  a princess  plant  {Tibouchina  urvilleana).  The  brick  wall  at  the  north 
contains  both  climbing  rose  and  Wisteria.  Throughout  the  garden  you  will  find  species  that  in- 
clude Rhododendron,  Camellia  japonica  standards,  tree  peony  {Paeonia  suffruticosa  X lutea  hy- 
brids), lavenders,  lambs  ears  {Stachys  byzantina),  prostrate  rosemary  (Rosmar/nus  officinalis 
‘Prostratus’),  wooly  thyme  {Thymus  pseudolanuginosus),  coral  bells  {Heuchera  sanguinea  culti- 
vars),  blue  fescue  {Festuca  ovina  ‘Glauca’),  Iris  cultivars.  Cyclamen,  and  pansies  {Viola). 
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245  Castro  Street 

The  Bragg-Martenstein  House 


Historical  Context 

This  two-floor,  flat-front 
Italianate  is  one  of 
the  earliest  houses  in  the 
area.  The  lot 
was  purchased  in  May 
1877  by  Robert  Bragg  for 
$1,000.  The  1879  City 
Directory  lists  Robert 
Bragg  residing  at 
215  Castro,  the  original 
address.  The  water 
hookup  date  of  April  13, 

1882  suggests  earlier  use 
of  well  water,  or  perhaps 
water  from  a stream, 
which  ran  down  Bea- 
ver Street. 

Boston-born  Robert  Bragg 
came  overland  to 

San  Francisco  in  1849,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  wife,  who  sailed  around  the  Horn.  The  1880 
census  lists  Bragg,  age  53,  as  a manufacturer  of  ship's  steering  wheels,  with  a family  comprised 
of  his  wife  Mary  J.  age  53,  seven  children,  Mary  age  32,  Frank  age  25,  Rebecca  age  23,  Eliza- 
beth age  22,  John  age  19,  Adah  age  18,  Ethel  age  12,  and  Mr  Bragg's  mother  Mary,  age  74.  The 
1885  Directory  lists  son  John  S.  Bragg  as  a ship  Joiner,  and  daughters  Adah,  Elizabeth,  and  Mary 
as  teachers. 

In  June  1897  Robert  Bragg  deeded  the  house  to  his  daughter  Rebecca,  who  had  married  William 
H.  Martenstein,  manager  of  National  Flour  Mills.  The  two-story  bay  window  on  the  Beaver  Street 
side  was  not  on  the  house  in  1893  and  may  have  been  added  at  this  time.  The  1900  census 
lists  as  head  of  household  Martenstein,  born  in  1859  to  German  parents,  his  wife  Rebecca,  a 
daughter  age  18,  sons  ages  16, 14  and  12,  also  Martenstein's  father  in  law  Robert  Bragg, 
and  sister-in-law  Mary  J.  Bragg. 

About  1936  the  house  was  remodeled  by  architect  William  Wilson  Wurster  at  a cost  of  $3000. 
Wurster,  who  designed  town  and  country  dwellings  in  the  roomy  and  comfortable  "Bay  Region 
style,"  directed  removal  of  the  fireplace  from  the  dining  room,  consolidation  of  two  parlors  into  a 
living  room,  and  reorganization  of  five  bedrooms  into  four  bedrooms  and  three  baths.  Wurster 
later  taught  architecture  at  Harvard,  then  served  as  dean  of  architecture  at  the  Massachu- 
setts institute  of  Technology  and  at  the  University  of  California  in  Berkeley.  Wurster's  later  works 
include  the  Golden  Gateway  Redevelopment  Project,  Ghirardelli  Square,  and  Cowell  College  of 
the  University  of  California  at  Santa  Cruz. 
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Congratulations  to  the  Victorian  Alliance 
on  another  successful  home  tour! 


MCGUIRE 

Rkal  Estate  Since  1919 


San  Francisco  • Marin  • Burlingame 


David  Parry  and  Malcolm  Kaufman  of  McGuire  Real  Estate  are 
pleased  to  support  your  fund-raising  efforts. 

For  all  of  your  real  estate  needs  (sales,  purchases  or  just  infor- 
mation), please  contact  us  at  the  telephone  numbers  or  e-mail 
addresses  below.  The  marketing  of  historically  significant 
properties  is  one  of  our  specialties.  Check  out  the  Architecture 
page  on  our  website  www.classicSFproperties.com  for  a 
review  of  a number  of  prominent  architects. 

We  e-mail  monthly  a survey  of  a different  aspect  of  the  San 
Francisco  real  estate  market,  called  Pulse  of  the  Market®.  Send 
us  a message  from  your  preferred  e-mail  address  if  you  would 
like  to  be  added  to  our  distribution  list. 

NEW!  The  San  Francisco  MLS  has  become  web-based  and 
allows  public  access  to  its  active  inventory.  Now  conduct  your 
own  searches!  Connect  to  www.classicSFproperties.com  and 
you  can  access  the  MLS  from  the  Property  Listings  page. 


David  Parry 

(415)  351-4611 

dparry@mcguire.com 


Malcolm  Kaufman 

(415)  351-4637 

mlcaufman@mcguire.com 
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313  Castro  Street 

The  Jacob  Anderson  Cottage 


Historical  Context 

Built  in  1886,  this  one  floor  with  basement  resi- 
dence was  constructed  for  Jacob  H.  V.  Anderson, 
a clerk  in  the  lumber  trade.  The  general  style  is 
Stick/Eastlake  with  a small  sunburst  pattern  in 
the  hood  above  the  front  windows.  There  is  no 
record  of  an  architect  for  the  residence,  but  we 
can  assume  that  Mr.  Anderson  had  some  role  in 
the  design.  The  lot  was  purchased  for  $1200  in 
October  1885  and  the  water  hookup  was  Febru- 
ary 18,1886. 

Jacob  H.V.  Anderson  was  born  in  1848  in  Den- 
mark. Fie  moved  into  his  residence  with  his  preg- 
nant wife  Matilda,  also  from  Denmark.  Daughter 
Emma  was  born  August  1886,  and  in  two-year 
intervals,  four  other  daughters  were  born:  Mabel 
(1888),  Flelga  (1890),  Irma  (1892),  and  Ida 
(1894).  By  the  time  of  Ida’s  birth,  Jacob  had  to 
do  some  redesigning,  so  he  raised  the  roof  and 
added  a high  attic  space  (which  acts  as  a second 
floor  today).  Jacob  and  Matilda  had  one  more 
daughter,  Esther,  born  in  1898.  Eight  people 
lived  in  this  residence  at  313  Castro  Street  and 
had  to  be  very  resourceful  to  fit  into  the  space. 

Emma  Anderson,  the  oldest  daughter,  was  an  early  advocate  for  women’s  rights,  and  was  twice 
married  and  divorced  by  her  own  volition.  Second  daughter  Mabel  never  married  and  lived  in  the 
house  until  she  was  killed  by  a streetcar  in  the  1950’s.  Flelga,  Irma,  and  Ida  Anderson  all  married 
and  moved  away.  The  youngest  daughter  Esther  married  Walter  Smith  in  1925,  and  they 
continued  to  live  at  313  Castro  Street  with  Walter  dying  in  1986  and  Esther  dying  in  1990.  In 
their  last  years,  an  arsonist  set  six  fires,  causing  the  death  of  a fireman  and  considerable  damage 
to  the  roof  and  attic.  Through  friendship  and  care  of  Esther,  the  current  owner  was  deeded  the 
property,  becoming  the  first  non-family  owner  of  313  Castro. 

Horticultural  Highlights 

Privacy  is  attained  in  the  front  yard  by  a tall  hedge  of  Australian  Brush  Cherry  {Syzygium  panicula- 
tum).  A small  fountain  provides  the  sound  of  water  and  is  set  off  by  plantings  of  Frade’s  Escal- 
lonia  {Escallonia  exoniensis  ‘Fradesii’),  Scotch  heather  {Calluna  vulgaris),  African  daisy  (Gazan/a 
hybrid),  and  a variegated  form  of  the  evergreen  Euonymous  japonica. 

The  rear  yard  has  a three-story  tall  Norfolk  Island  pine  {Araucaria  columnaris),  still  very  young,  de- 
spite its  size.  Nearby  is  a large  example  of  Tasmanian  tree  fern  [Dicksonia  antarctica).  Other  spe- 
cies found  here  include  Spanish  dagger  (/accag/or/osa),  jade  plant  {Crassula  argentea),  Schef- 
flera  arboricola,  Impatiens  oliveri,  Hebe  hybrid.  Camellia  Japonica,  Indian  hawthorn  {Rhaphiolepis 
indica),  angel’s  trumpet  {Brugmansia  Candida),  and  Acacia  abyssinica. 
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22  Beaver  Street 


Horticultural  Highlights 

The  front  yard  is  filled  with  a very  large  southern  Magnolia  {Magnolia  grand! flora),  a tree  that  was 
essentially  as  large  30  years  ago  when  the  current  owner  moved  in.  Until  1958  the  lot  to  the  east 
was  part  of  the  original  yard  to  this  house,  including  the  Canary  Island  date  palm  {Phoenix  canarlen- 
sis)  in  the  neighbor’s  front  yard. 

Along  the  left  side  of  the  house  is  a driveway,  lined  with  a very  wide  range  of  plants  that  include  red- 
leaved flowering  plum  {Prunus  bliriana),  flowering  quince  {Chaenomoles  hybrid),  Fuschia,  naked  la- 
dies {Amaryllis  belladonna),  tree  dahlia  {Dahlia  imperiaiis).  Rhododendron,  Hydrangea,  Camellia  sa- 
sanqua,  Canna  “lilies” , green  spider  plants  {Chlorophytum  comosum),  several  fern  species,  lily-of- 
the-Nile  {Agapanthus  orientalis),  and  winter  blooming  bergenia  {Bergenia  crassifolia). 

Under  the  Magnolia  are  several  species  of  ferns  including  rabbit’s  foot  fern  {Polypodium  aureum), 
maidenhair  fern  {Adiantum),  mother  fern  {Asplenium  bulbiferum),  lady  fern  {Athyrium  filis-femina), 
and  four  Australian  tree  ferns  {Cyathea  cooper!).  Not  to  be  confused  with  the  rest  of  the  ferns, 
Sprenger  asparagus  {Asparagus  densiflorus  ‘Sprengeri’),  a true  asparagus,  are  found  along  the  en- 
try path.  Baby’s  tears  {Soleirolia  soleirolii),  with  their  bright  green  fine  foliage,  cover  much  of  the 
open  soil. 

Large  Hydrangea  shrubs  dominate  the  sunny  corner  to  the  right  of  the  entry  gate.  Other  plants 
nearby  include  calla  lilies  {Zantedeschia  aethiopica).  Chrysanthemum,  and  Azalea. 

Over  the  main  entry  is  a Wisteria  vine  with  nearby  plants  such  as  jade  plants  {Crassula  argentea). 
Pelargonium,  and  Fuschia. 

The  garden  at  the  east  side  has  a bed  of  Iris  and  baby’s  tears  with  the  backdrop  of  a climbing  rose. 

A wide  range  of  plants  fills  the  back  yard,  surrounding  a framework  of  small  trees,  including  a Ca- 
mellia Japonica,  lemon,  orange  and  plum  trees,  and  a Japanese  maple  {Acer  palmatum).  In  the 
beds  around  the  trees  and  perimeters  can  be  found  polyanthum  tree  dahlia.  Jasmine  {Jasminum 
polyanthum),  jade  plant  {Crassula  argentea),  pansies  {Viola),  Aloe,  hen  and  chicks  {Echeveria  ele- 
gans),  and  a Bromeliad.  A selection  of  herbs  scattered  along  the  east  bed  includes  oregano,  sage 
and  basil.  Vegetables  in  the  west  and  north  beds  include  lettuce,  leeks  and  tomatoes. 
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22  Beaver  Street 

The  Jacob  Benedict  House 

Historical  Context 

This  Italianate  residence  with  two  floors  and  a fin- 
ished attic  was  built  around  1870  and  was  the  first 
house  on  Beaver  Street.  The  street,  named  for 
George  W.  Beaver,  an  early  landowner  in  the  area, 
was  not  yet  paved,  and  the  carriage  house  to  the 
northwest  of  the  home  faced  Castro  Street.  The  earli- 
est known  occupant  of  the  house  was  Jacob  Bene- 
dict, a refiner  with  the  San  Francisco  Assaying  and 
Refining  Works.  He  is  first  listed  in  the  San  Francisco 
Directory  in  April  1871  as  living  on  Castro  Street 
south  of  15th  Street.  Until  1876  he  is  still  listed  on 
Castro  Street,  which  may  have  meant  the  access  to 
the  property  was  down  Beaver  Street  from  Castro 
Street  and  not  up  Beaver  Street  from  Noe  Street. 

The  original  owner  of  the  entire  block  of  Castro,  Bea- 
ver, 15th,  and  Noe  Streets  was  William  Hollis,  of  The 
Real  Estate  Associates,  who  purchased  this  property 
in  May  1867  for  $8370.  After  this  purchase,  there  is 
no  record  of  a deed  to  Benedict,  so  it  is  not  clear  who 
originally  owned  or  built  the  house.  After  the  Spring 
Valley  Water  Company  constructed  a water  main  down  Beaver  Street,  Benedict  subscribed  for 
water  on  June  20, 1882,  but  this  does  not  prove  that  he  was  the  property  owner.  Due  to  many 
erasures,  the  original  water  service  application  does  not  reveal  the  original  building  use,  but  the 
earliest  description  appears  to  have  been  "2  family." 

The  1880  United  States  census  has  two  families  living  in  the  house,  Jacob  Benedict,  born  in  Nova 
Scotia,  age  49,  his  wife  Ellen  Benedict,  also  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  age  45,  and  a second  family,  Ro- 
land S.  Williams,  born  in  England,  age  35,  his  wife  Mary  Williams,  also  born  in  England,  age  33, 
and  their  two  sons.  The  occupation  given  for  both  Benedict  and  Williams  is  carpenter. 

The  1894  Block  Book,  based  on  assessor's  records,  provides  the  earliest  concrete  information 
about  ownership,  showing  George  T.  Davis,  first  listed  here  in  the  1889  City  Directory.  Davis  was 
variously  listed  as  a wool  grader,  wool  sorter,  wool  dealer,  and  a wool  buyer.  In  May  1898  his  es- 
tate deeded  the  house  to  Mary  F.  Fee  for  $4000.  The  1900  Federal  census  lists  Mary  Fee  living 
here  with  her  son,  a daughter,  a son-in-law,  and  a granddaughter,  while  a second  family  is  also 
listed,  a couple  and  their  two  daughters. 

Early  photos  show  there  was  a side  entrance  porch  facing  Noe  Street,  which  has  been  removed. 
There  is  a side  Italianate  bay  window  on  the  east,  which  unfortunately  faces  a later  building.  The 
front  tower  was  added  sometime  after  the  1906  earthquake. 

The  property  over  the  years  became  a rooming  house,  and  by  1966  when  the  current  owner  pur- 
chased the  house,  there  were  twenty-two  hippie  residents,  each  paying  $10.00  per  month  rent! 
The  residence  has  been  restored  since  then  and  today  presents  a most  fashionable  appearance. 
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ARTISTIC  LICENSE 


Professional  period  revival  artisans  serving  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  since  1982 


Artistic  License  is  a San  Francisco  guild  of  professional  artisans  dedicated  to  preserving  the  quality  and  integrity  of  traditional 
building  crafts.  Formally  established  in  1982,  the  founding  members  wanted  to  join  together  most  of  the  key  disciplines 
essential  to  fine  interior  and  exterior  restoration  work.  The  group  acts  as  a forum  for  the  exchange  of  information, 
experiences  and  skill  among  its  members,  as  weU  as  a public  resource  to  educate  and  promote  the  highest  standards  for  period 
architecture  and  decorative  art  restoration.  Each  member  represents  an  independent  business  and  should  be  contacted  at  the 
appropriate  number  listed  below. 

Please  visit  artisticlicense.org  for  more  information. 


Dianne  Ayres  & Tim  Hansen 

Arts  & Crafts  Period  Textiles 
510-654-1645 

Mcky  Berol 

Gofer  Unlimited 
415-771-9899 

Bruce  Bradbury 

Bradbury  & Bradbury  Wallpaper 
707-746-1900 

Peter  Bridgman 

Wallpaper  Installation 
510-653-9590 

Bob  Buckter 

Color  Consultant 
415-922-7444 

Stuart  Compton 

Ceramic  Tile  Fabrication 
510-526-7356 

Phil  Diers 

Architectural  Sculptor 
415-822-3212 

Riley  Doty 

Doty  Tile-  Tile  Installation 
510-261-1122 

Allen  Dragge 

Reflections  Studios  - Art  Glass 
510-652-4884 


Paul  Duchscherer 

Interior  Design  Consultant- Author 
415-861-6256 

Robert  Dufort 

Magic  Brush-Painting  Contractor 
415-641-8622 

Bill  Eichenberger 

Custom  Woodwork-Shoji  Screens 
415-457-1190 

Ted  Ellison 

Leaded  Glass  Design  and  Fabrication 
510-534-7632 

Skeeter  Jones 

Clearheart 

Victorian  Facade  Reconstruction 
415-647-1388 

Lorna  Kollmeyer 

Ornamental  Plaster 
415-822-6269 

Erik  Kramvik 

Interior  Design 
415-333-4932 

Carol  Mead 

Wallpaper  Design 
707-747-0223 


Bruce  Nelson 

Local  Color-Color  Consultant  and 
Painting  Contractor 
415-389-8018 

Jane  Powell 

Author-Bungalow  Restoration 
Consultant 
510-532-6704 

Steve  Rynerson 

Rynerson  - O'Brein  Architecture 
510-452-9152 

Paul  & Nina  Winans 

Winans  Construction 
510-653-7288 

Diane  Winters 

Ceramic  Tile  Fabrication 
510-533-7624 

Scott  Wynn 

Architect-Woodworking 

415-467-1280 

George  Zaflle 

Decorative  Painting 
415-437-4442 

Debey  Zito-Terry  Schmitt 

Arts  & Crafts  Inspired  Furniture 
Design 
415-648-6861 
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9 Beaver  Street 

The  Alvah  Flood  House 


Historical  Context 

This  residence  was  the  first  house  on  the  south  side  of 
Beaver  Street,  and  the  original  address  was  1 Beaver 
Street.  The  architectural  style  is  modified  Greek  Re- 
vival with  a hint  of  Italianate.  When  people  view  this 
two-floor  residence,  most  of  them  would  initially  date  it 
to  the  1860’s  or  1870’s.  However,  the  water  hook  up 
date  is  February  10,1883,  the  same  year  construction 
was  completed. 

The  front  entrance  porch  and  bay  window  may  have 
been  added  after  the  house  was  built,  though  the  1893 
Sanborn  Fire  Insurance  Maps  show  these  elements  to 
be  present.  The  original  lot  size  was  fifty  feet  and  in- 
cluded the  set  of  flats  at  11-11 1/2  Beaver  Street, 
which  were  built  in  1888  as  income  properties. 

Alvah  Hatch  Flood  lived  in  this  house  with  his  wife 
Rosanna  M.  Flood,  also  born  in  Maine,  their  three  sons, 
and  his  mother.  Flood,  a Marine  Engineer  born  in 
Maine,  was  about  forty-two  years  of  age  when  he 
moved  from  around  the  corner  on  Noe  Street.  He 
worked  aboard  Southern  Pacific  ferries,  including  the 
Yosemite,  Encinal,  and  the  railroad  car  float  Transit. 

In  March  1897  Mr.  Flood  sold  the  residence  to  George  A.  Merrill,  a school  principal,  who  also  was 
born  in  Maine  and  who  also  had  once  lived  around  the  corner  on  Noe  Street.  In  the  1900  United 
States  census  the  household  included  George  Merrill,  his  wife  Sarah,  and  their  son  Grant.  The 
same  year  1900  saw  the  birth  of  a daughter.  The  residence  also  included  a boarder  Ernest  A. 
McKee,  who  was  a draftsman,  and  a servant  Hulda  Heidtman,  age  nineteen,  born  in  Germany. 
Merrill  was  the  first  director  of  the  California  School  of  Mechanical  Arts,  commonly  referred  to  as 
“Lick”  and  also  the  director  of  the  Wilmerding  School.  These  two  institutions  later  combined  into 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Lick-Wilmerding  High  School. 

Horticultural  Highlights 

Approaching  the  house,  you  will  pass  under  two  Indian  laurel  figs  {Ficus  microcarpa  ‘Nitida’).  The 
current  owner,  having  planted  both  at  the  same  time,  has  no  idea  why  one  is  much  larger  than  the 
other.  Japanese  boxwood  {Buxus  microphylla  japonica)  surrounds  the  large  tree.  You  will  also  find 
mirror  plants  {Coprosma  repens)  and  Hydrangea  macrophylla. 

An  enormous  Canary  Island  date  palm  {Phoenix  canadensis)  is  centered  in  the  rear  yard.  Other 
trees  found  here  include  several  plums  {Prunus  domestica),  box  elder  {Acer  hegundo),  and  two  Si- 
berian elms  {Ulmus  pumila).  Shrubs  and  small  trees,  mostly  near  the  house,  include  bush  daisy 
{Euryops  pectinatus),  Meyer  lemon  {Citrus),  hybrid  tea  roses  {Rosa  hybrids),  Impatiens  oliveri,  a 
standard  form  purple  potato  vine  {Solanum  aviculare),  and  common  lilac  {Syringa  vulgaris). 
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Allen-Rouman  Creations  for  the  Home 

furnitur e & furnisfiin^s 

670  Orchid  Drive  • South  San  Francisco  • CA  • 94080-2258 

(650)  244-9494  • www.allen-rouman.com 


furniture  & furnishings 


• Custom  Furniture  Design 

• Heirloom  Quality  Manufacturing 

• Upholstered  Furniture  & Casegoods  Renovation 

• Contemporary  Interior  Design  within  Historic  Structures 


Residential  Showroom  scheduled  to  open  Fall  2003  at  68  Fair  Oaks  Street  • San  Francisco  • CA 


We  just  can’t  say  no, 
and  we’re  hoping 
you  can’t  either. 

Every  year,  hundreds  of  abused  and  abandoned  animals  are 
brought  to  the  Pets  Unlimited  Medical  Center  in  desperate  need 
of  help.  Thanks  to  generous  donations,  we're  able  to  take  these 
animals  in  and  give  them  medical  treatment  - saving  the  lives  of 
adoptable  animals  that  would  otherwise  be  killed. 

But  we  need  your  financial  support  to  continue!  1 00%  of  your 
donations  will  be  used  to  rescue  and  save  the  lives  of  treatable 
animals,  so  you  really  will  make  a difference.  For  more  information, 
or  to  make  a donation,  please  visit  www.petsunlimited.org  or 
contact  Elaine  Silver  at  (41 5)563-6700  ext.1 42. 

Pets^ 

Unlimited 

Vet  care  where  profits  go  to  charity. 


Photo:  Amanda  Jones  Photography 


Pets  Unlimited  Veterinary  Hospital  and  Shelter  2343  Fillmore  Street,  San  Francisco  CA  94115 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


778  14th  Street 

The  Joseph  and  Amelia  Bucher  Flats 

TOUR  IN  UPPER  FLAT  ONLY 


Historical  Context 

The  set  of  flats  at  776-778  14th  Street  was  built  by 
Joseph  Bucher  in  1891  as  a rental  property.  The  style 
of  architecture  is  Stick/Eastlake  with  garlands  above 
the  windows.  The  water  hookup  date  is  October  8, 

1891  and  reflects  the  late  construction  of  most  of  the 
buildings  on  this  block.  The  cable  car  line  from  the 
Ferry  Building  running  up  Market  Street  and  turning 
south  on  Castro  Street  to  Noe  Valley  opened  in  July  of 
1888,  and  more  people  were  beginning  to  build  and 
live  in  the  area.  Joseph  Bucher  was  born  in  Prussia  in 
1845  and  was  a carpenter.  It  is  believed  that  Bucher 
and  his  wife  Amelia  never  lived  in  the  14th  Street 
property,  as  his  address  is  shown  in  Noe  Valley  at 
1601  Church  Street. 

In  1900  the  renter  of  the  flat  at  778  14th  Street  was 
John  S.  Lindtner,  a musician,  born  in  Norway  in  1838. 

Living  with  him  was  his  wife  Henrietta  H.  Lindtner,  also 
from  Norway,  born  in  1842,  and  a boarder  Gilbert 
Larkin,  born  1878  in  Norway  and  a clerk  at  the  Norwe- 
gian Consulate. 

Horticultural  Highlights 

Viewing  the  fagade  requires  a look  at  a large  example  of  the  Mayten  tree  {Maytenus  boaria)  that 
was  planted  about  27  years  ago  as  part  of  the  original  street  tree  planting  on  14^^  Street. 

When  you  look  from  the  dining  room  into  the  garden  below,  you  will  see  a Mexican  fan  palm 
{Washingtonia  robusta),  a tribute  by  the  building  owner  to  his  southern  California  roots. 

Two  enormous  Boston  ferns  {Nephrolepis  exaltata  ‘Bostoniensis’)  dominate  the  sunroom  at  the 
rear  of  the  kitchen.  From  the  north  windows,  you  see  filtered  light  passing  through  the  canopy  of 
the  large,  albeit  young,  Italian  stone  pine  {Pinus  pinea)  spreading  from  the  neighboring  yard. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


TOY  5c  SCALE 
TRAINS 


Alan  L.  Evans 
TIN  PLATE  JUNCTION 

68  I 4th  St, 

Oakland,  CA  94607 
(5  I O)  444-4780 
E-MAIL;  TOrTRAINS@MSN.COM 
WEB  SITE:  www.tinplatejn.com 


Looking  for  Something 


DIFFERENT  S EXCITING  ? 

Sightseeing  Tours/Charters 
Special  Events  / Parties 
Advertising  / Promotions 

The  Big  Red  Shiny  ‘55  Mack 
Fire  Engine  seats  13  people 
Comfortable  seats  / seatbelts 
Fully  insured  & licensed. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  FiRF  ENGINE  TOURS  6 AOVENTURES 

Afc  99  9 7/177  Owned  and  Operated  by  Robert  & Marilyn  Katzman 
1 Owners  of  The  Old  Firehouse  Museum  & Gift  Shop 


e-mail  : EngineCo33@aol.com  www. fireenginetours.com 
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I alk  to  San  Francisco’s  favorite  team  of 

Realtors  about  rapidly  changing  market 

conditions. 

Call  today  and  let’s  start  working  to  make  your 
real  estate  dreams  come  true. 

Rick  Osman  and  Charlie  Ridlon 
415-749-1767 
Zephyr  Real  Estate 

REAL  ESTATE 


ZEPHYR 


San  ^ 


ancisco 


Bulldin0  T7Ke  Oify 

James  BeacL  Alexander  & James  Lee  Heig 


San  Francisco’s  history  can  be  enormously  enrich- 
ing, to  tourist  and  resident  alike.  Beautiful 
Mission  Dolores,  completed  in  1791  and  care- 
fully maintained  as  the  single  remaining  adobe  stmcture 
in  the  city,  is  the  starting  place  for  anyone  who  wants  to 
get  some  understanding  of  San  Francisco  and  its  reason 
for  being  here.  In  the  Mission  District  the  streets  bear  the 
names  of  Mexican  citizens  who  came  here  to  realize  their 
dream  of  a prosperous,  agrarian  society  in  a gentle  cli- 
mate: Valencia,  Guerrero,  Sanchez,  Noe,  Bernal,  Castro. 

The  early  Yankee  settlers,  too,  have  left  their  names 
behind:  Folsom,  Howard,  Spear,  Beale,  Leidesdorff, 
Larkin,  Green,  Van  Ness,  Montgomery,  Stockton.  Place 
names  — Portsmouth  Plaza,  Union  Square,  Russian 
Hill,  Telegraph  Hill,  Potrero  Hill,  Sutro  Forest,  Lone 
Mountain  — have  meaning  only  if  one  knows  something 
of  the  city’s  history. 


The  explosive  growth 
of  San  Francisco  during 
and  after  the  Gold  Rush 
resulted  in  a city  that 
was  unlike  any  other  on 
earth,  and  it  has  carefully 
preserved  a reputation 
for  eccentricity  down  to  the  present,  proud  of  its  mystique, 
of  being  different  from  other  cities.  The  highly  decorated 
19th-century  houses  in  San  Francisco  are  called  exuberant  by 
admirers  and  excessive  by  critics.  But,  like  them  or  not,  they 
contribute  much  to  the  city’s  unique  character. 

This  book  explores  the  intimate  connection  between 
the  people  and  the  structures  they  built,  to  show  how  peo- 
ple changed  the  city,  how  the  city  inspired  its  citizens,  and 
how  San  Francisco  became,  in  a new  sense,  everybody’s 
dream  city. 


Tkis  Book  is  Availakle  Today  at  Tke  House  Tour  Boutique,  St.  Francis  Ckurcli 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


449  Duboce  Avenue 

The  John  Monahan  Cottage 

Historical  Context 

The  August  24,  1888  San  Francisco  Chronicle  re- 
ported that  John  C.  Monahan  contracted  for  this 
Stick/Eastlake  cottage,  to  be  completed  within  90 
days  at  a cost  of  $2500.  The  architects  were  broth- 
ers John  J.  and  Thomas  D.  Newsom,  and  the  con- 
tractor was  C.  E.  Dunshee.  Water  service  began  on 
November  7,  1888. 

Monahan,  an  Anglo-lrishman,  born  in  Australia  in 
1859,  and  his  wife  Hannah,  born  in  Massachusetts 
in  1860,  lived  here  with  their  two  children,  Gertrude, 
born  in  1885,  and  Harry,  born  in  1886. 

Monahan  was  originally  a compositor,  setting  up 
type  and  cuts  for  printing.  He  was  probably  the  John 
(no  middle  initial)  Monahan  employed  1872-1875 
by  the  Woman's  Publishing  Company.  Proprietor 
Emma  Pitts  Stevens,  an  associate  of  Susan  B.  An- 
thony and  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  transformed  The 
Sunday  Evening  Mercury,  "a  journal  of  romance  and 
literature,"  into  The  Pioneer,  first  suffrage  newspa- 
per in  the  West.  City  directories  beginning  in  1875 
list  John  C.  Monahan  working  at  412  Commercial  Street  for  Kane  & Cook,  book  and  Job  printers, 
succeeded  by  P.E.  Dougherty  & Co.,  steam  book  and  Job  printers  and  engravers.  By  1892, 

Monahan  owned  the  business  and  was  active  in  the  printing  trade  for  over  half  a century. 

Though  the  Monahan  family  remained  in  their  charming  cottage,  their  address,  originally  429 
Ridley,  became  423  Ridley  by  1890,  then  723  13th  Street  by  1897,  changing  again  to  749  13th 
Street  in  1903,  thereafter  becoming  449  Duboce  Avenue.  Even  the  enumerator  for  the  1900  Fed- 
eral Census  was  confused,  for  the  family  was  listed  at  723  14th  Street! 

Horticultural  Highlights 

This  corner  house  makes  the  most  out  of  gardens  on  the  two  facades.  Although  the  spaces  are 
small,  there  is  eye-catching  variety. 

Along  Belcher  Street  are  four  large  sweet  gums  {Liquidambar  styraciflua).  A large  red  flowering  gum 
{Eucalyptus  ficifolia)  creates  a privacy  screen  for  the  front  parlor. 

The  front  yard  serves  as  a picturesque  entry  to  a lower  unit.  Notice  the  high-relief  terra  cotta  step- 
ping-stones to  the  right  of  the  gate.  In  this  space  are  vines  that  include  a purple  Clematis  at  the 
right,  a white  climbing  rose  within  the  clematis,  a large  pink  Bougainvillea  that  is  also  at  the  right, 
and  a lavender  climbing  rose  on  the  front  fence.  Surrounding  a Tasmanian  tree  fern  {Dicksonia  ant- 
arctica)  are  two  varieties  of  impatiens,  the  small  New  Guinea  hybrids,  and  the  plant  known  in  Eng- 
land as  busy  lizzie  {Impatiens  wallerana). 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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Apartment  Building  Owners: 
We  can  help  you  buy, 
sell,  and  manage. 


1740  Market  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
(415)  621-1100 


Since  1976 


HISTORIC  WALKS 


— irs 


SAM  FRANCISCO 


18  Trails  Through  the  City’s  Past 


By  Rand  Richards 
Now  at  Victorian  Alliance 
Gift  Shop  & Bay  Area  book  stores. 
448  pages  of  photos,  maps,  and  text. 
Only  $18.95 


Metro  Cafe 


415-552-0903 

3 1 1 Divisadero  (at  Page) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94117 

Open  7 nights  a week  for  dinner 
Serving  Brunch  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays 

www.metrocafesf.net 


Homestyle  French  Cuisine  - Outdoor  Patio  - Available  for  private  parties 


Country  Cheese 

Mario  Mariscal 
415  Divisadero  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94117 

PURVEYO.R  OF  FINE  IMPORTED  & DOMESTIC  CHEESES, 
SMOKED  MEATS,  DRIED  FRUITS,  ORGANIC  GRAINS  & 
FLOURS 


- Phone:(415)621-8130 

10a.m. -7p.m.  Monday-Friday 
10a.m.-6p.m.  Saturday  & Sunday 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


152  Church  Street 


St  Francis  Lutheran  Church 

OPEN  2 PM  TO  5 PM* 


Historical  Context 

In  the  late  nineteenth  century,  this  area  had  a large 
Scandinavian  population.  The  Danes,  originally 
served  by  missionary  pastors  from  Fresno,  received 
Pastor  P.L.C.  Hanson  from  Oregon  in  1903.  The 
newly  organized  congregation,  St.  Ansgar  Danish  Lu- 
theran Church,  was  named  after  the  ninth  century 
archbishop  Ansgar,  a Frenchman  who  after  many 
missionary  tours  to  Denmark  and  Sweden  became 
known  as  "The  Apostle  of  the  North.” 

One  of  the  first  donors  to  the  building  fund  was 
Queen  Louise  of  Denmark  who  contributed  500 
Kroner.  Contractor  Erik  Boes  was  engaged  to  con- 
struct the  building  on  June  16,  1905,  and  ground- 
breaking took  place  on  September  17.  By  the  April 
18,  1906  earthquake,  the  meeting  hall  had  been 
completed  and  became  an  emergency  medical  facil- 
ity, briefly  named  Curtin  Hospital  after  Joseph  A.  Cur- 
tin of  the  U.S.S.  Pike. 

This  church,  San  Francisco  Landmark  #39,  is  said  to 
be  authentically  Danish  in  style,  reflecting  Gothic  ar- 
chitecture modified  by  Nordic  tradition.  Constructed  of  red  brick  over  a wooden  framework,  the 
church  has  a large  central  tower  above  a steeply  pitched  roof,  capped  by  a louvered  belfry  and 
wooden  steeple. 


The  congregation  adopted  its  present  name  in  1964  after  merging  with  Gethsemane  Lutheran 
Church  on  Belcher  Street,  founded  downtown  in  1899  as  The  First  Finnish  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  San  Francisco. 


Horticultural  Highlights 

At  either  side  of  the  church  are  two  aristocrat  pear  (Pyrtvs  calleryana  ‘Aristocrat’)  planted  as  street 
trees.  A narrow  planter  across  the  front  of  the  building  is  filled  with  Rhododendron. 

The  front  entry  area  has  the  wispy  fountain  grass  {Pennisetum  setaceum)  along  the  walk  leading  to 
the  entry  patio.  The  entire  south  fence  line  is  planted  with  a tall  hedge  of  Grecian  laurel  {Lauras  nobi- 
lis)  that  affords  much-needed  privacy.  The  entry  patio  is  graced  with  a ginkgo  tree  {Ginkgo  biloba). 
Fragrant  star  jasmine  {Trachelospermum  jasminoides)  is  found  around  the  base  of  the  ginkgo  tree. 

In  the  rear  yard  are  four  tulip  poplars  {Liriodendron  tulipifera)  with  a wide  assortment  of  shrubs  and 
ground  covers  that  include  floribunda  hybrid  roses  and  a yellow  climbing  rose  at  the  north  gate. 


* Please  plan  to  visit  this  stop  on  our  tour  between  2 and  5 PM. 

Light  refreshments  will  be  served. 
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RONALD  M.  BROWN 


^lea/tA/ 


415/492-8580 

CELL/810-2490 

FAX/446-7696 


4040  CIVIC  CENTER  DR. 
SUITE  225 

SAN  RAFAEL,  CA.  94903 


CATHY  FURNISS 

Publicity  and  Public  Relations 

313  Scott  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94117-2320 

(415)  861-1795  Fax  (415)  431-4699 


2001  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
Office:  41  5.929.1500  x4625 
Cell  Phone:  415. 290. 1162 
Office  Fax:  415.334.0707 
Ho.me  Office:  415.334.7507 
janeivorysf@aol.com 


Jane  Ivory  G.R.I. 

www.janeivory.com 


MICHEL  LIPMAN,  JD 

Freelance  Writer  / Editor 

Speeches,  books,  theses,  articles, 
newsletters,  fund-raising,  scripts, 
audio-visual 

719  Battery  Street,  S.F.  CA  94111 
(4 1 5)  956-3 1 1 8 Fax  (4 1 5)  43 1 -4699 


Premiere 

Salon 

Open  7 Days  A Week 
147  Clement  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118  (415)  387-1612 


“Pianos  at  their  best” 

I'uning  ■ Regulation  . Restoration  ■ Benches 
Lamps  ■ Metronomes  . Sheet  Music  . CDs 
Polishes  ■ Lessons  . Buy  ■ Sell  • Rent 


John  Schaecher,  R.P.T. 

Appraisals  and  Consulting 
Registered  Piano  Technician 
Member  Piano  Technicians  Guild 


20 1 1 Divisadero  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94115 
Mon.-Fri.  - 1 1 to  6 • Sat  - 10-5 

415/567-1800  Phone 
415/567-0205  Fax 


' V ' , ' and  Copy  Center 

Since  1989 


1600  Irving  Street 

(al  I7ih  Avenue) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94122 
(415)  759-5022 
Fax:  (415)  759-8081 
email:  lpcpress@aol.com 


Printing  • Copying  • Fax  Service  • Typesetting 


The  Victorian  Alliance  of  San  Francisco 

/ ^ he  Victorian  Alliance  was  organized  in  1973  to  promote  preservation  and  resto- 
^ Y ration.  Our  members  and  guest  speakers  share  information  on  preserva- 
1 tion,  history,  architecture,  and  decorative  arts  at  our  monthly  meetings  as  well  as 
in  our  monthly  Bulletin.  We  also  share  helpful  information  on  such  things  as  ma- 
terials, techniques,  contractors,  and  artisans  with  those  wishing  to  restore  their  Victorian 
buildings.  We  lobby  and  testify  on  preservation  issues  at  city  and  neighborhood  meetings, 
and  reinforce  our  efforts  with  donations  for  neighborhood  projects  dealing  with  restoration 
and  preservation.  Most  of  our  financial  resources  come  from  funds  raised  by  Alli- 
ance activities  such  as  house  tours,  garden  tours,  and  garage  sales.  We  are  an  all- 
volunteer organization  with  no  paid  staff  so  almost  all  the  funds  we  raise  are  available  to 
support  preservation  and  restoration  projects.  We  also  present  social  functions  — 
our  annual  Holiday  Party  has  become  a celebrated  tradition.  We  invite  your  participation 
at  whatever  level  your  interests  and  time  permit.  Except  for  November  and  December,  we 
always  meet  the  last  Wednesday  of  each  month.  Please  call  415-824-2666  for  the  loca- 
tion of  our  next  meeting. 


Mike  Hammond,  President 
Richard  Reutlinger,  Treasurer 
Victor  Morales-Laimon,  Corresponding  Secretary 


Jo  Ann  Vandenberg,  Vice  President 
Mary  Zablotny,  Recording  Secretary 
Roger  McNeill,  Membership  Secretary 


Victorian  Alliance  • 824  Grove  Street  • San  Francisco  • California  • 94117-1712 

www.victorianalliance.org 


(415)  824-2666 


VICTORIAN  ALLIANCE  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  2003 

If  you  enjoyed  today's  tour,  please  join  the  Victorian  Aliiance!  Members 
may  attend  monthly  meetings  January  through  October,  special  meet- 


ings, and  a holiday  party! 

Regular  Membership — $35 

Student  or  Senior  Membership $25 

Household  / Regular  (two  people,  same  address) $45 

Household  / Senior  or  Student  (two  people,  same  address) $35 

Sponsor— tax  deductible  donation  added $ _ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED $ _ 


Name:  

Address: 

City:  State: ZIP: 

Home  Phone:  Work  Phone:  

Email  Address: 

Would  you  consider  volunteering  at  a future  Victorian  Alliance  event?  □ Yes  □ No 

Please  clip  this  form  and  mail  with  dues  to: 

Victorian  Alliance  • 824  Grove  Street  • San  Francisco  • California  • 94117-1712  • (415)  824-2666 
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OUR  GENEROUS  BENEFACTORS Bud  Robbins,  Rob  Levy/McGuire  Real  Estate 

OUR  GRACIOUS  HOSTS Charlie  and  Donna  Anderson,  Jim  Bastin,  The  Courtney  Family, 

John  Dopp  and  David  Lumadue,  Tex  Gieling,  Gary  Holloway,  St. 
Francis  Lutheran  Church  Property  Committee,  Arlan  Wendland, 
Keith  Wetmore 

COMMUNITY  GROUPS Duboce  Triangle  Neighborhood  Association,  Buena  Vista 

Neighborhood  Association 

CO-CHAIRS  Eric  Archer,  Richard  Reutlinger 

HOUSE  SELECTION  Terry  Abraham,  Eric  Archer,  Larry  Burnett,  Bill  Campbell,  Caro- 

lyn Deniz,  Tex  Gieling,  Jay  Gifford,  Gary  Goss 

ADVERTISING  SALES  Cathy  Furniss 

PUBLICITY  Donald  Beilke 

TICKET  SALES  Bill  Campbell,  Larry  Burnett 

REFRESHMENTS  Florence  Hitchcock 

DOCENT  COORDINATION  Lloyd  Anderson,  Stephen  Haigh 
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HORTICULTRUAL  HIGHLIGHTS  Roy  Leggitt 
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GIFT  SHOP  AND  DOOR  PRIZES  Donald  Beilke 

DOOR  PRIZE  DONORS Jeannette  Mertes,  James  Heig,  Ron  Fritz,  Rand  Richards,  Don- 

ald Beilke 

HOUSE  CAPTAINS  Jason  Allen-Rouman,  Vicky  and  Marshall  Berol,  Courtney  Clark- 

son, Max  Kirkeberg,  Jeannette  Mertes,  Robert  Pritchard, 

Megan  Smith,  Craig  Williams,  Ray  Zablotny 

VOLUNTEER  RECEPTION Carolyn  Deniz,  Michael  Hammond,  Richard  Reutlinger,  Jo  Ann 

Vandenberg 

VOLUNTEER  HOSPITALITY California  Pacific  Medical  Center 
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PROGRAM  DESIGN Jason  Allen-Rouman 
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ZEPHYR 

Bonnie  Spindfer 
The  Victorian  Specialist 
Zephyr  Real  Estate 

ww  w.bonnlespi  ndio*  .com 
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DUBOCE  TRIANGLE  HISTORIC  NEIGHBORHOOD 

HOUSE  TOUR  MAP 
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150  Castro  Street 
166  Castro  Street 
245  Castro  Street 
313  Castro  Street 
22  Beaver  Street 
9 Beaver  Street 
778  14th  Street 
449  Duboce  Avenue 
152  Church  Street 
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© 90  Beaver  Street 
Start  Your  Tour  Here 
'^Information  /\j 


St.  Francis  Lutheran  Church 

OPEN  2 PM  to  5 PM  ONLY 
Victorian  Alliance  Gift  Shop, 
Door  Prize  Registration, 
and  Complimentary 
Light  Refreshments. 


0 No  Crossing  of  Castro 
at  these  locations. 


No  Photographing  Interiors 

« 

Smoking,  Food,  or  Beverages 

Prohibited  Inside  Houses 

♦ 

Restrooms  Available— Please  Ask 


© 2002  Victorian  Alliance 


